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BILL QUIRK

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TWENTIETH DISTRICT

August 20, 2018

The Honorable Felicia Marcus

Chair, California State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 100

Sacramento, California 95812-0100

Dear Chair Marcus:

[ represent communities in Alameda county, that are served by water from the Tuolumne
River that is delivered under long-term contracts with the San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission (SFPCU) to 26 wholesale water agencies which are members of the Bay
Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA), a state-authorized public
agency.

[ want to extend my thanks to you and the rest Water Board for postponing the decision
on the proposed amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco
Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary.

[ have serious concerns about the State Water Resources Control Board’s Bay Delta
Water Quality Control Plan (Plan) and its potential damage to the 1.8 million residents,
40,000 businesses, and thousands of community organization in these three counties
served by BAWSCA member agencies who depend on this water.

BAWSCA has provided me with reliable information about the Plan, and I have reviewed
the detailed letters submitted to your Board by BAWSCA by each of their 26-member
agencies. Those letters describe their issues with the Plan.

[ am aware that BAWSCA supports the objectives of your Plan, but that it has major
concerns with its implementation, specifically the major water shortages it could cause
during future droughts. BAWSCA believes that these shortages would result in
unprecedented and unsustainable levels of rationing in our communities.

As you know, there is an alternative Plan developed and proposed by the SFPUC, and
supported by BAWSCA, that is based on 30 years of research and over 200 site-specific
studies and that will meet the environmental objectives without compromising water
supply for the current users of the water. As you know, an alternative plan has been
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developed and proposed by the SFPUC. This alternative plan can serve as a basis for a
voluntary settlement that can meet your Board’s objectives as well as protect our water
users.

[ am pleased that both Governor Brown and Secretary Laird have stated their hope for a
negotiated voluntary agreement. Your July 6, 2018 comments, as made concurrent with
the SWRCB’s release of the Draft Final Plan, encouraging people to come together with
a voluntary settlement as a way to successfully resolve this critical issue is sincerely
appreciated. Others, including agricultural irrigation districts and non-governmental
organizations, also agree. Most recently, in their July 27, 2018 comment letter to the
State Water Board, the State Departments of Water Resources and Fish and Wildlife
expressed their continued support for voluntary, negotiated agreements to resolve this
issue and support for such negotiations.

I again extend my thanks for the recent postponement, and hope that this additional time
will allow for negotiations to continue. This will allow substantive alternatives to be
considered, such as that offered by the SFPUC. I have confidence that a voluntary
negotiated settlement can strike a balance between the needs of the invested parties, and
provide for a sustainable future in the Bay and Delta — in both our cities and our
wildlands.

As a state legislator, I am ready to help the interested parties reach a successful voluntary
negotiated settlement agreement on the Tuolumne River water supply. I look forward to
continuing to work with you and other in this process

Respectfully

gl Rk
BILL QUIRK
Assemblymember, 20th District



EALIFORNIA

Water Boards

Marreew Rotmoues

SECRETARY FOR
ERVIRDRAMENTAL PROTECTION

State Water Resources Control Board

August 15, 2018

Honorable John Laird VIA U.S. MAIL AND EMAIL
Secretary for Natural Resources

California Natural Resources Agency

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Secretary Laird:

| have received the request you submitted on behalf of the California Natural Resources
Agency, Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Department of Water Resources for an
opportunity to present at next week’s board meeting on adaptive implementation and voluntary
seftlement agreements. Your letter also requests that the board defer final action on the item.
As discussed below and after conferring with the Executive Director, both requests are granted.

Throughout the last two years, board members and staff have repeatedly emphasized that
voluntary settlement agreements can provide a faster, more durable solution to reasonably
protect beneficial uses in the Lower San Joaquin River and its tributaries. The pending board
action recognizes the important of both flow and non-flow actions to enhance the fisheries and
provides significant flexibility for adaptive implementation. Voluntary settlement agreements
present the opportunity to make the non-flow elements more concrete and reduce the potential
water supply impact. | look forward to hearing from the parties involved in the voluntary
settlement agreement process about their progress in this regard.

Board staff will issue a revised agenda that makes clear final action will occur at a subsequent
board meeting. The agenda item next week will provide the final opportunity for comment on the
staff-proposed action, but final board action on the water quality control plan update will be
continued to a future board meeting.

Sinc'grely, “r/-ﬂlr
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elicia Marcus

Chair

Feucia Manpcus, cham | EwEEn SOBECK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

1001 | Street, Sacramento, CA 85814 | Mailing Address: P.0. Box 100, Sacramento, CA 95812-0100 | www.waterboards.ca_gov
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CALIFORNIA EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor
JOHN LAIRD, Secretary for Natural Resources

AGENCY

August 15, 2018

Felicia Marcus, Chair

Steven Moore, Vice-Chair

Tam M. Doduc, Member

Dorene D'Adamo, Member

E. Joaquin Esquivel, Member

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 | Street, 24th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: August 21, 2018 Meeting, Agenda ltem 4: Consideration of a Proposed Resolution
to Adopt Amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco
Bay/Sacramento San Joagquin Delta Estuary and Adopt the Final Substitute
Environmental Document

Dear Chair Marcus, Vice-Chair Moore, and Members:

I write on behalf of my agency and the Departments of Water Resources and Fish and Wildlife
(Departments) pursuant to the procedures stated in your “Notice of Public Meeting” (July 6,
2018), p. 3. Specifically, | request that you give the Departments the opportunity to discuss
information they could present on scientific methods available to evaluate the relative benefits of
flow and non-flow actions to protect native salmonid fish species in the San Joaquin Basin. We
request 30 minutes for the presentation. This information bears on adaptive implementation, as
well as the voluntary settlement agreements which the Departments expect to complete and
submit. SED Appendix K, pp. 30, 36. Further, we request that the State Water Board exercise
your authority to continue the meeting beyond August 22, 2018 (Notice, p. 1) so that final board
action will take place at a future board meeting.

Thank you for consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

u-Land

n Laird
Secretary for Natural Resources

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311, Sacramento, CA 95814 Ph. 916.653.5656 Fax 916.653.8102 http://resources.ca.gov

Baldwin Hills Conservancy + California Coastal Commission + California Coastal Conservancy + California Conservation Corps + California Tahoe Conservancy
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy « Colorado River Board of California + Delta Protection Commission « Delta Stewardship Council « Department of Boating & Waterways + Department of Conservation
Department of Fish & Game + Department of Forestry & Fire Protection * Department of Parks & Recreation * Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery + Department of Water Resources
Energy Resources, Conservation & Development Commission « Native American Heritage Commission « Sacramento-5an Joaquin Delta Conservancy * San Diego River Conservancy
A San Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commission * San Gabriel & Lower Los Angeles Rivers & Mountains Conservancy + 5anJoaquin River Conservancy

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy + Sierra Nevada Conservancy « State Lands Commission + Wildlife Conservation Board
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State of California * Natural Resources Agency

Edmund'G. Brown Jr., Governor

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
Karla A. Nemeth, Director Charlton H. Bonham, Director

1416 Ninth Street, Room 1115-1 1416 Ninth Street, Room 1205
Sacramento CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

July 27, 2018

Felicia Marcus, Chairman

Steven Moore, Vice-Chairman

Tam M. Doduc, Member

Dorene D'Adamo, Member

E. Joaquin Esquivel, Member

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 | Street, 24th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Chairman Marcus, Vice-Chairman Moore, and Members:

Re: Proposed Final Amendments and Final Substitute Environmental
Document for Lower San Joaquin River Flow Objectives and Southern
Delta Salinity Objectives

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and California Department of
Water Resources (CDWR) submit these comments on the “Proposed Final Amendments
and Substitute Environmental Document for the Lower San Joaquin River and Southern
Delta” (July 6, 2018)" (SED), which updates the Water Quality Control Plan for the San
Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (WQCP). We write in response
to the Fact Sheet, which states: “While the revised amendments enhance flexibility, the
Board remains interested in receiving potential plan amendment language which would
authorize, with the affirmative concurrence from the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, a coordinated control of flows and other, non-flow factors that would achieve
benefits comparable to the unimpaired flow requirements.” We submit such alternative
language in the enclosure to this letter.
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